
No doubt, like us, many of you
are looking towards some kind of
break. For a lot of people on the
front lines, especially in health,
the reality is there may not be
much of one.  Emergency
services, essential services, Iwi
and Covid-response teams in our
communities will all be on call. 

Our thoughts will be with them
and all our whānau as we close
our office from 23 December 2021
through until 10 January 2022.

It’s a new season and we are
getting ready for another big year
for our team!  A year of renewed
activity. New staff coming on
board, new projects, and soon
we’ll be opening a new office in
the New Plymouth CBD, together
with Tupu -ā-nuku, an iwi based
environmental workforce
development team, and other
community partners.

o

Empowering Māori career and employment
aspirations so that our whānau can flourish

Decmber   2021

Issue 14

Tēnā koutou katoa
Greetings from our 
Pou Whakahaere (CE)

As an organisation we are very
focused on our kaupapa of
collaboratively empowering
Māori career aspirations so
that our whānau can flourish. 

For us our key areas are
workforce development in
health and education.

Currently within the health
system here in Taranaki, we
are helping to facilitate some
big changes to ensure equity
for Māori in health.  

There is a lot of mahi to do in
the coming months - we will
have lots of exciting news to
share! In the meantime, we
hope you enjoy this issue of our
newsletter and learn more
about Why Ora and some of the
amazing whānau we work with.
Noho ora mai,

Tanya Anaha
Pou Whakahaere, Why Ora

Ngā mihi o te wā.
Raumati is here. It’s hard
to believe it is almost 2022!

Oral Health Therapy is a
rewarding career with

purpose.
Oral Therapists make a lasting

difference in peoples’ lives.
There are excellent

opportunities for ongoing
employment, and there is a
big shortage of Māori Oral

Health Therapists!



Oral Therapy requires tertiary
study – it’s a three-year
degree in Dunedin or

Auckland. School leavers need
NCEA Level 3 with Biology.

Entry requirements vary for
adult learners.



For students enrolling in the

degree Taranaki District
Health Board may offer great

Scholarship opportunities.
If you are interested in finding

out more about this
rewarding career – watch this

video below!
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Click here

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=612100973342277&ref=sharing


I am a year 11 student at Spotswood College, and this is my first year
being a part of the Why Ora kaupapa. Being a part of this has been an
honourable opportunity – I want to help people in life. He tangata, he
tangata, he tangata – just like my forefathers, Maui Pomare our first Māori
doctor and Te Rangi Hīroa, a man of the people. 
My ultimate goal is to be the first person in my whānau to attend tertiary
education, but while in secondary education I hope to fill my kete with as
much knowledge as I can. I hope to gain a deeper understanding of
different health careers and which pathway is best suited for me. I aim to
take as much opportunities as I can. 
             

Since childhood, hauora and community involvement have been a big part
of my life. I was 13 when myself and a group of local tamariki were gifted
our first pair of boxing gloves by a Police Officer, Constable Nelson. This
simple gesture of manaaki impacted my young mind, it ignited a flame or
an āhi kā within me to give back to my community. 
My future goals are to complete my Level 4 & 5 Health/Fitness course at
WITT to gain a qualification in personal training and then return to study
Physiotherapy at Wintec.
I believe education is your most powerful tool. Sieze every opportunity 
that is presented to you. 

My name is Amene-ia Jury, 17 years of age and I am a Year 13 graduate
from Sacred Heart Girls’ College, New Plymouth. Taranaki is my Maunga,
Waitara is my Awa and my Iwi is Ngāti Mutunga (North Island). My goal
throughout this year was, between taking a gap year and finding mahi, to
save enough money to have a good, substantial amount when I decide to
go to university, or going straight to university the following year after
graduating from High School. I decided to go to the University of
Canterbury in the South Island to study Bachelor of Science, double
majoring in Geography and Geology. I have always had a keen interest in
the environment, knowing that in society today and in the future, it will
be an important feature of our earth to nurture and take care of.    
 When hearing of my success in achieving the Kaitoko Māori Scholarship
for $6,000 at the University of Canterbury, I felt such relief and I was very

Cabe Ihaia Dean

Maaia Waiwiri 
Te Atiawa Iwi

Cabe Ihaia Dean
Ngāti Maniapoto Iwi

thankful. Coming from a single-parent home, obtaining money for Halls of Residence and tuition fees was going to be
difficult. Being Māori along this chosen journey I have decided to follow through with, I am very thankful to be given
such an amazing opportunity that is going to benefit my future and the future of others. My advice to others who are
looking to follow in similar footsteps is to follow what your heart desires and to never doubt pursuing your dreams
and aspirations. 

Amene-ia Jury
Ngāti Mutunga Iwi
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Whaea Mitch and Whaea Carla at Why Ora were massive in setting me up with specialists within the hospital and I can’t
thank them enough. Also Matua Bev, Matua Chris and Mr Watts at NPBHS for all the awhi and tautoko. Most importantly
my whānau for supporting me on this journey and also helping me meet up with other people in the medical profession
and other areas of mahi to enable me to embark on a journey that is true to me. 
My advice would be “do the mahi get the treats” - Never be afraid to put your hand up and ask for help or to sit down and
have a kōrero with someone because everyone carries knowledge and expertise and nothing is more humbling than being
able to pass it on to someone that is willing to learn.
 
Being Māori going to study medicine is incredible because it is an opportunity to engage and uplift the communities you’ll
work in and a career that allows you to continually give back to those that support you on your journey. 
My goals for next year are to make it through Health Science First Year at Otago University and make it into Med School
and hopefully then I’ll be able to narrow down a profession or specialise within the medical field and complete that over
the next few years (like 7 brooo!!!). Once all that’s done I’ll be able to come back home and help out in my community. 

Completed Tertiary
Kenny Hau
Bree Anna Langton
Ngana Nicholas
Jenna Heu
O'Jay Bailey
Savannah Hislop
Stevee-Jai Kelly
Summer Gibbs
Nikita Katene
Rory Maxwell
Sharlaye Bardsley
Te Wai O Mihirau Hodges Paul
Te Kahurangi Skelton
Bailee Manukonga

Medicine
Medicine
Medicine
Nursing
Nursing
Nursing
Nursing
Nursing
Sports & Exercise
Psychology
Radiology
Māori Health
Environment
Sciences
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My original goal in joining Why Ora was to see what career opportunities there are in the
health sector and to meet people that could help me decide what path to take. 
It feels really good knowing that I’ve made the most of my year with Whaea Mitch and
Whaea Carla at Why Ora and I’ve got a clearer picture of what I’m going to do in the future
because of that. 
Talking to heaps of people from different careers enlightened me, being able to hear
different kōrero about their lives, jobs and what they do outside of work and it’s definitely
helped me decide what I’m going to do in the future. 

I love helping people out. Big or small it’s just something that I do and going to study health
sciences and then Medicine is one of the best ways I feel I can continue that on a daily basis
with new people from all walks of life. 

Rhys Donovan
Taranaki Iwi

Photo: Rhys Donovan








